The Epistle to the Romans    Study 4

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

31 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
Sin (Part 1)

The Gentile world is guilty (Romans 1:18-32)

The evolution theory teaches that man evolved from lower forms of life and that he is getting better and better with time.  With better education, he becomes more and more enlightened and he becomes a higher moral being.  The truth is the direct opposite of what this theory teaches is happening.  When God created man he created him perfect and sinless.  But, the first man Adam fell.  He disobeyed and rebelled against His Creator because he wanted to be “be as gods, knowing good and evil”.  As of the fall, man went from bad to worse.  So there is no such a thing as evolution, only devolution.
1. Read verses 18.  What does man do to the truth (the truth refers to the will and the nature of God)?  Explanatory note for verse 18:  ‘To hold’ means to possess or to suppress.  So verse 18 may read: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold (possess or suppress) the truth in unrighteousness.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Read verses 19 & 20.  How does God manifest Himself in man?  See Psalm 19:1&2.  By looking at nature, man must at least recognize two things about the Creator.  What are they?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Verse 21.  In spite of the light of nature, men chose not to glorify God neither were thankful to Him (not even for the common grace they received).  They were willing to use the gifts God gives them, but they were not willing to glorify and worship Him.  As a result what happened to their hearts and minds?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What do you think, in the light of the truth of verse 21, is the condition of the heart and mind of a philosopher?  What do you think is the condition of the hearts and minds of inventors and adherents of man-made religions?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. In verse 22, what does God see them as?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Because man refuses to worship the one true living God, he is left without a god to worship.  But, because he is a spiritual being he has to worship something.  Therefore what does he do?  Verse 23.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Verse 23.  Among all the creatures, which creature does he worship first of all?  Look at the list of gods.  Which one is first?  Give examples for this truth.  How guilty are we personally of idol worship?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Verse 24.  Because man ‘changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things’,  and exchanged the truth for a lie (the lie that says man is his own god or other creatures are his gods) what did God do?  What is the possibility of God doing that to us personally?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9. Verses 26 & 27.  Elaborate on the specific sin that men and women will indulge in when God gives them up?  Does the Word of God condemn homosexuality? (Gen 18:20,  1 Cor 6:9-10, Jude 7).  Is there truth that homosexuality is genetic?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10. Why does man not want to come to Jesus?  John 3:19-20.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11. Verse 28.  When God gives man up (when God abandons him), will he be repentant?  What does God do next?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

12. Verses 29-31.  When God gives a person over to a reprobate mind (a mind totally depraved, incapable of repenting) what kinds of sins will man practise? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

13. Verse 32.  What is the most extreme form of a reprobate mind?  Is there hope of salvation for such a person?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

14. Can we label people as ‘reprobates’?  Why?  What actions must we take to ensure we are not labeling people as we ought not to?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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